A / an

He’s got a camera.
She’s waiting for a taxi.
It’s a beautiful day.

A =
one thing or person:

· Alice works in a bank. (not ‘in bank’)

· Can I ask a question? (not ‘ask question’)

· I haven’t got a car.

· There’s a woman at the bus stop.

use a/an ... when we say what a thing or a person is. For example:

· The sun is a star.

· Football is a game.

· Dallas is a city in Texas.

· A mouse is an animal. It’s a small animal.

· Joe is a very nice person.

A / an and the

I’ve got a car.
I’m going to clean the car tomorrow.

(there are many cars and I’ve got one)
(= my car)

Can I ask a question?
Can you repeat the question, please? 

(there are many questions, can I ask one?)
 (= the question that you asked)

Is there a hotel near here?
We enjoyed our holiday. The hotel was very nice

(there are many hotels is there one near here?)
 (= our hotel)

Paris is an interesting city. 
Paris is the capital of France.

(there are many interesting cities and Paris is one)
(there is only one capital of France)

Lisa is a student.
• Lisa is the youngest student in her class

(there are many students and Lisa is one)
(there is only one youngest student in her class)

I bought a jacket and a shirt. The jacket was cheap but the shirt was expensive.

We say the ... when it is clear which thing or person we mean. For example:

the door / the ceiling / the floor / the carpet / the light etc. (of a room)

the roof / the garden / the kitchen / the bathroom etc. (of a house)

the center / the station / the airport / the town hall etc. (of a town)

· ‘Where’s Tom?’ ‘In the kitchen.’ (= the kitchen in this house or flat)

· Turn off the light and close the door. (= the light and the door of the room)

· Do you live far from the center? (= the center of your town)

· I’d like to speak to the manager, please. (= the manager of this shop etc.)

· What is the name of this street? (this street has only one name)

· Who is the best player in your team?

· Can you tell me the time, please? (= the time now)

· My office is on the first floor. (= the first floor of the building) 

· Do you live near the city centre? (not ‘near city centre’)

· Excuse me, where is the nearest bank? (not ‘where is nearest ...‘)

the same ...

· We live in the same street. (not ‘in same Street’)

· ‘Are these two books different?’ ‘No, they’re the same.’ (not ‘they’re same’)

We say: the sun / the moon / the world / the sky / the sea / the country:

· The sky is blue and the sun is shining. __

· Do you live in a town or in the country?

the police / the fire brigade / the army (of a city, country etc.):

· My brother is a soldier. He’s in the army.

the top / the end / the middle / the left etc.:

· Write your name at the top of the page.

· My house is at the end of this street.

· The table is in the middle of the room.

· Do you drive on the right or on the left in your country?

(play) the piano / the guitar / the trumpet etc. (musical instruments):

· Paula is learning to play the piano.

the radio:

· I listen to the radio a lot.

We do not use the with: breakfast / lunch / dinner:

· What did you have for breakfast? (not ‘the breakfast’)

· Dinner is ready!

next / last + week/month/year/summer/Monday etc.:

· I’m not working next week. (not ‘the next week’)

· Did you have a holiday last summer? (not ‘the last summer’)

Places (continents, countries, states, islands, towns etc.)

In general we do not use the + names of places:

· France is a very large country. (not ‘the France’)

· Cairo is the capital of Egypt.

· Corsica is an island in the Mediterranean.

· Peru is in South An~ierica.

But we use the in names with ‘republic’/’states’/’kingdom’:

THE Republic of Ireland (or the Irish Republic) / the United States of America (the USA) / the United Kingdom (the UK)

the —s (plural names)

We use the + plural names of countries/islands/mountains:

the Netherlands
the Canary Islands
the Philippines
the Andes

We use the + names of oceans/seas/rivers/canals:

the Atlantic (Ocean)
the Mediterranean (Sea)
the Amazon

the (River) Nile
the Suez Canal
the Black Sea

In general we do not use the + names of streets, squares etc.:

· Kevin lives in Newton Street.

· Where is Highfield Road, please?

· Times Square is in New York.

We do not use the + name of place (or person) + airport/ station/ universityetc.:

Kennedy Airport
Victoria Station
Cambridge University
Westminster Abbey
Edinburgh Castle
London Zoo

But usually we use the + names of hotels, restaurants, pubs, cinemas:

the Hilton (Hotel)
the Star of India (restaurant)

the Science Museum
the Odeon (cinema)

the National Theatre
the Tate Gallery (art gallery)

the...of...

We use the + names with ... of ...

the Republic of Ireland / the Bank of England / the Great Wall of China 

the Tower of London

We say: the north / the south / the east / the west / the middle (of...):

· I’ve been to the north of Italy but not to the south.

An (not ‘a’) before a/e/i/o/u:


Do you want an apple or a banana?


I’m going to buy a hat and an umbrella.


There was an interesting program on TV last night.








use a/an ... for jobs etc.:


A: What’s your job?


B:	I’m a dentist. (not ‘I’m dentist.’)


‘What does Mark do?’ ‘He’s an engineer.’


Would you like to be a teacher?


Beethoven was a composer.


Picasso was a famous painter.


Are you a student?











